
View in browser

little acorn creations
handmade accessories for heart & home

This email landed in your inbox because you signed up at
littleacorncreations.com or a friend forwarded it to you. I hope you
enjoy it, but if  you'd like to leave, simply unsubscribe.

Hello ,

I love April, even with all the weather volatility it throws my way. Why? There's
verdant growth exploding everywhere and sunshine brings warmth with it. Plus
there's something about the unpredictability and variety in any given day that
makes me happy. 

It often feels as if  there's no forward progress, but this time of year reminds me
that swatches are like the seeds I plant. These ideas will germinate and grow.
The many different swatches I've been working on turned into a blog post
discussing types of swatches. 

Two personal projects I worked on because otherwise all I have are a big messy
pile of swatches include improving embellishment on a matzoh cover in
preparation for Passover which begins on Friday night and refinishing a mid-
century modern coffee table. 

I am hosting the Passover seder year. This cover was worked up very quickly for
the 2020 seder, at that time I only f inished the cross-stitched word "matzoh".
While I wish I'd made different choices at the start, I like the history of making
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Wool Cat Toys, set of 3,
assorted colors

$18

Shop now

ChiaoGoo Metal Head Crochet
Hook

$6

Shop now

do with what I had that it exemplif ies. This year's addition is simple -- three
embroidered circles evoking the matzoh on the seder plate -- and makes the
piece feel more completed. 

The second project is a return to my f irst love, wood refinishing. The other day I
found a mid-century coffee table at a thrift store and became smitten
despite someone globbing varnish on at some point (in the 80s?). I love the
lines of this piece and was delighted to f ind that under that disaster was the
beautiful piece I knew it could be. Hopefully this will be the f inal coat of tung oil
for now and it can join me in the studio. It's been a long time since I have done
this sort of project and the biggest lesson I relearned is to make sure that I sand
in good light. 

In the Shop
Here you can f ind PDF patterns of my knit and crochet designs, a curated
collection of tools (the very same ones I use every day), some of my
handspun, and a growing collection of handmade gifts for heart and home. 
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Rhodia Webnotebook - Lined -
A5

$19.95

Shop now

Subtle Silver Fleece Blanket
with Crochet Edge

$54

Shop now

Cobalt Superfine Merino
Handspun

$85

Shop now

ChiaoGoo Bamboo Circular
Knitting Needles

$7.50

Shop now

Please help me move inventory out of my studio to create space for making
new things. If  you spend $150 or more you can unlock free shipping!

Reading & Swatching

I read and swatch voraciously. 
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Swatching

Here's the current colorful and chaotic
set of swatch ideas as they exist on
my white board before I take the nice
staged photo that generally appears
here. 

Some I from my swatch library and
most of the others are new. 

Has something caught your eye?
Reply and let me know.

If  you're looking for the pile of
swatches, it's in my post Swatch
Thoughts: Focused vs Sampler.

Reading

I've been f illing in gaps I have about
Tunisian crochet. It feels as if  I've
checked out nearly every title from
my library system on the topic. 

The Tunisian Crochet Handbook by
Toni Lipsey is one of those titles. It is a
lovely book showing technique, tips,
stitches, and several easy to work
projects with clear and enticing
photos.

From the Notebook Archive

This year I shifted my blog post publishing to post at least once a month with
content taking precedence over quantity. Here are a few recent posts in case
you missed them:

Swatch Thoughts: Focused vs Sampler
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There are as many ways to swatch as there are to create. Two of the most
common methods are sampler and single swatches. A sampler can combine
multiple techniques, materials, or tools in one. A single swatch, by contrast,
decides on the variables and keeps them consistent throughout. Is one swatch
better than the other? 

Read more

2022-04-07

Spring cleaning, tools
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As the spring bulbs emerge, I like to give my tools some much needed TLC. The
winter months are when they see the heaviest use. The process is similar for
the different types of tool. I gather them together, evaluate their condition,
clean, and perform maintenance, wash the container, and put everything away
properly.

Read more

2022-03-17

a few thoughts on Tom Bihn bags
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It’s well established that I love my Tom Bihn (TB) bags, though I was not an
early adopter. As a child of the Northeast, I tended to turn to bags from a
certain retailer in Maine. The initial splash of their f irst knitting bag caught my
attention, and in 2010 I took a cautious f irst step.

Read more

2022-02-24

Book Review – This Long Thread: Women of Color on Craft,
Community, and Connection
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This Long Thread by Jen Hewett is stunning collection of interviews, essays, and
survey responses by a variety of makers that discusses their experiences as
crafters of color. I’m delighted that this title provides a beautiful space to many
voices, there were over 269 interview contributors, 19 interviews, and many
commissioned essays. 

Read more

2022-02-10

Content Cat

Dot loves afternoon lap time. This is what it looks like from my perspective. You
also can see why I'm eager to upgrade the table here.
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Creative Development Fund

I love sharing my knowledge freely and
know you may like to show your
support. 

You can do so here. 

I do not use ads though may use
aff iliate links on occasion (they'll be
disclosed). 

Thank you for reading. I hope you found this newsletter useful. If  you think
someone else would f ind it helpful, please consider forwarding it. If  this is your
f irst time reading the newsletter, welcome. You can read previous issues and
subscribe here. 

Finally, if  you need to venture outside, please do so safely. 

Please get vaccinated/boosted, wear your mask (cover your nose), remain
mindful about social distancing, and wash your hands.

/penny
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There’s no expectations on my part,
but plenty of gratitude if  you’re so
inclined.
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